




Learn more about the 
works in the 13 August 
concert programme at the 
University

Professor John Drummond will present a talk 
based on the repertoire for Southern Sinfonia’s 
13 August concert.  He will start by exploring 
Rachmaninov as a pianist, and then discuss 
how difficult Brahms found it to write his first 
symphony.  Details of the talk are:  Monday 8 
August, 5.30 – 7.00 pm, University of Otago’s 
Department of Music, Black/Sale House, cnr St 
David and Leith Streets.  Admission:  $21.   
To book or for more information, please contact 
Continuing Education, University of Otago, 03 
479 9181 or summer.school@otago.ac.nz.

Free Pre-Concert Talk
For those who can’t attend on Monday 8th 
August, Professor John Drummond will also be 
presenting a short pre-concert talk immediately 
before the concert itself:  from 7.10 – 7.30 pm 
in the Town Hall complex.  This talk is free to 
concert-goers.

Dunedin Town Hall Door Sales 

on a best-available basis:  

To speed up sales, in the 20 minutes before the 

concert starts, Circle and Gallery tickets will be 

sold on a “best available” basis.  You will be asked 

to indicate the general Circle or Gallery area in 

which you wish to sit and the booking system will 

print tickets for the best seats available.  Stalls 

seats are sold on a General Admission basis.  This 

will speed up the last-minute ticket purchases 

considerably and shorten your time in the queue.  

If you’d like to take your time selecting specific 

seats, then we strongly advise booking in advance 

at the Regent Theatre.

An interview with Tecwyn Evans 
– Conductor for Last Night of the 
Proms

It’s been too long since you last 
conducted the Sinfonia!  In-between 
you’ve conducted an amazing 
variety of performances in Europe 
and New Zealand:  opera, orchestra, 
education projects.  And this 
included your first concert in one of 
the world’s great concert halls the 
Musikverein.  Tell us about some 
of the highlights of your recent 
activities.

The last 3 years have flown by since I last conducted 
the Sinfonia at the Proms in 2008 with Jonathan 
Lemalu. My debut in the Musikverein in Vienna was 
an experience I will never forget. The history of the 
venue speaks for itself  but the acoustics were quite 
something to behold. I've spent most of the last two 
years conducting in Graz, with highlights there being 
conducting Die Meistersinger, a critically acclaimed 
production of La Traviata and most recently conducting 
Holst's The Planets in an outdoor concert under the 
stars. My work outside Graz continues to be varied 
and interesting, with recent projects being the world 
première of a new Bassoon Concerto by Rory Boyle 
with Camerata Scotland, and a concert of Bach and 
Handel arias and orchestral music in the north of 
Sweden with my wife Susanna as soloist.  A week 
before coming to NZ for this concert with the Sinfonia, 
I will conduct the BBC National Orchestra of Wales at 
Caerphilly Castle in an outdoor concert as part of the 
BBC Last Night of the Proms.

You’re going to be conducting the Sinfonia in a very special 
concert.  Tell us about the selection of the works in the 
programme.

Having the opportunity to mark Dunedin's involvement 
in the Rugby World Cup is a great pleasure. The 
concert is designed to represent each of the countries 
which will be playing in Dunedin, alongside some good 
Kiwi music too! Following the style of the hugely 
successful Sinfonia’s previous Last Night of the Proms, 
it will be just as fun with some great repertoire from 
Ireland, Argentina, England, Romania, Georgia and Italy 
with a rugby star along the way as well!

More details about this special rugby-themed concert will be 
announced on Thursday 11 August when tickets will be on 

sale for the public.
FRIENDS OF THE SINFONIA PRIORITY BOOKING DATES:  

Tuesday 9 August and Wednesday 10 August (Friends 
members: Please present your Friends membership card 

when booking your tickets)

Bass-baritone Jud Arthur 
in a recent Australian 
operatic production.



It’s hard to believe we’re nearing the end of our 2011 concert 
series, and what a line-up we have for the final concert, celebrating 
our Principal Guest Conductor Werner Andreas Albert’s 50 years 
of professional conducting.  The soloist is the outstanding Nikolai 
Demidenko, performing Rachmaninov’s popular Third Piano 
Concerto.

During the Rugby World Cup we have something completely 
different:  a special rugby-themed Last Night of the Proms 
with two Dunedin artists now making a name for themselves 
overseas:  soloist and ex-Otago rugby player Jud Arthur, and 
conductor Tecwyn Evans.  Programme items will be drawn from 
the countries playing in our new stadium - Argentina, Georgia, 
Romania, Italy, Ireland, and, of course, England.

Proms fans should note that there will be no Proms concert 
in February 2012:  we have brought the 2012 concert forward 
so as to coincide with the Rugby World Cup, and it is especially 
appropriate now that the English team is to spend so long in 
Dunedin.  On top of that, the Town Hall is closed for most of 
2012.

Looking back on this year so far, it’s been quite amazing:  the 
Proms with Anna Leese, violinist Tessa Petersen, cellist Heleen du 
Plessis and conductor Simon Over in Brahms’ Double Concerto, 
Vivaldi’s Four Seasons with Lara St John, Mozart’s Clarinet Concerto 
with Michael Collins and Brett Kelly, and recently Paul Whelan, 
Dane Lam and the City of Dunedin Choir with Belshazzar’s Feast: 
who will ever forget Paul Whelan describing the writing on the 
wall, or the Choir’s “Slain!”. 

FULL HOUSES at King’s and Queen’s – twice - and second 
performances too!  There could not be a more emphatic 
illustration of local support.  Thank you Dunedin! There’s more in 
store this year:  Don’t miss the Friends of the Sinfonia’s Musical 
Tastings on 21 August, followed by Gilbert and Sullivan’s Utopia in 
early September.

2012 will bring more changes for us all.  While it is only in 
September 2011 that we will know about our Creative NZ 
funding, planning is forging ahead.   Because the Town Hall and 
Glenroy will be closed for most of 2012, our Saturday night 
concerts will be performed in the Regent Theatre, and our Sunday 
afternoon concerts will stay at King’s and Queen’s Performing 
Arts Centre.  Details will be announced in due course. In the 
meantime, why not enjoy the heart-warming concerts we have in 
store for you!  We look forward to seeing you there.
Philippa Harris

From the General Manager:  
A grand finale to our 2011 
concert series, Proms, and 
thoughts on 2012

From Richard Higham, 
Chairman of the Friends of 
the Sinfonia
Greetings Friends!
All of us who have had the pleasure of taking part in one of the 
Friends’ Musical Tastings have gained two things at least: one 
musical and one tasting good. For me, the musical gain is not 
just an afternoon of instrumental virtuosity – it is subsequently 
recognizing the young players we have heard, when we see them 
there in the orchestra. One in particular, who stands out with her 
flame red hair, is the violinist Sarah Claman. Remember that we, 
the Friends, support young players like her, via the Sinfonia with 
our scholarships. Philippa tells me that she has four items featuring 
promising young performers to offer of their best at our next 
Musical Tastings on 21 August, and one them is super special for 
us: she is the winner of the Friends 2010 Scholarship; her name is 
Alex Partridge.  She is available to perform, and we look forward 
to hearing her play as “our person”!

And then there is the tasting bit: our past president Owen loves 
his wines, and has a particular liking for Pegasus Bay. And where, I 
hear you ask, is Pegasus Bay? It is a family owned vineyard in the 
Waipara valley north of Christchurch. Its founder, Ivan Donaldson, 
discovered a love affair with wine here in Dunedin as a medical 
student, and he will not have been the only one to do that! 
But Ivan took it further and started planting grapes over thirty 
years ago in a beautiful sheltered spot in North Canterbury 
where grapes had not been seen before. The venture grew and 
prospered. It is his wife Christine’s love of opera which has 
given the inspiration for their branding: Aria Riesling, Virtuoso 
Chardonnay, and Prima Donna Pinot Noir. Three sons and their 
wives all work in the family firm.  As if this were not treat enough, 
Owen has Whitestone cheeses for between sips!  

The Donaldson's support opera as well as Sinfonia music: so 
come to our musical tasting on the 21st August and support the 
Donaldsons, the Sinfonia’s young players, and the Friends.

I know it's some way off, but there will be life after the world 
cup and we will be able to drive to and past the stadium and the 
Friends will celebrate with an event:
When? 3.15pm to 5.15pm on Tuesday 25th October
Where? At the Hocken Library
What for? To hear Dr David Murray, cellist and archivist. David has 
worked with the Sinfonia papers and knows the story and he will:

Give us a guided tour of the Hocken's hidden holdings1.	
Tell us how the Sinfonia began from the records2.	
Offer some musical gems – "some characters and some 3.	
occasions".

Cake and cups of tea/coffee to finish, absolutely free to Friends 
(or friends of Friends). Phone us to book and put the date in your 
diary now. We'll phone round later to remind everyone too.
Richard

MUSICAL TASTINGS
Sunday 21 August, 3 pm, Sinfonia Rooms: $10 Friends members, $20 Non-members

MUSICAL GEMS AT THE HOCKEN
Tuesday 25 October. 3.15–5.15pm, Hocken Library. No charge.
To book for these events, please ring Fiona Gray 03 476 7672


